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1. Reftel asked for General Abrams' appraisal of situation here 
in terms which could be used in President's speech. He is send- 
ing text to Secretary Laird through his channels, but I am repeating 
it to you to be certain complete text is in your hands in time. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. The North Vietnamese invasion began on 30 

March 1972. This invasion of South Viet-Nam by the armed forces 
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of North Viet-Nam was launched from the sanctuary of North 

Viet-Nam and from Laos and Cambodia. The clear purpose of 

« 

this invasion is to destroy the armed forces of South Viet-Nam, to 
seize, occupy and hold territory in South Viet-Nam, control as 
many South Vietnamese citizens by military force as possible and 
cause the downfall of the present South Vietnamese government. 

3. The extensive and time consuming preparations, such as 
mobilization of manpower and positioning of divisions, supplies 
and heavy equipment, bear witness that the decision to undertake 
this invasion was made many, many months ago. The enemy has 




abandoned the tactics of the past and with modern, sophisticated 


equipment has elected to try to overcome South Viet-Nam by 
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conventional warfare where his doctrine of protracted warfare 
has failed in the past. I believe he has committed himself to a 
make-or-break campaign for 1972. 

4. In the face of this onslaught from the North, the armed forces 
of South Viet-Nam have been pushed back in some areas, but they 
have held so that no important citadel h£b been given up to the 
enemy. The enemy now occupies territory in South Viet-Nam 

i 

consisting largely of wasteless jungle and some sparsely populated 
areas. 

5. In this battle so far, U.'S. airpower and advisory support have 
been of tremendous value. This invasion could not have been held 
at this point without U. S. air support; however, ten time s the air- 
power could not have done the job if the armed forces of South 
Viet-Nam had not stood and fought. At this point, sone 200, 000 
South Vietnamese citizens have been forced to flee their homes and 
land in the face of the North Vietnamese invasion and to seek refuge 
and help from their government. 

6. As in all combat situations, there has been a mixture of the heroic 
and not so heroic, but on the whole, the heroic performances stand 
out as the trademark of this battle to the death. Governmental 
leaders and leaders of the armed forces have provided sound and 
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timely guidance, shifted their resources skillfully, and employed 
the governmental agencies to alleviate hardships imposed on the 
people. Most tactical units have fought bravely. The young Viet- 
namese Air Force has flown hard and well and the Vietnamese 


Navy has continued to protect coastal areas effectively. Some of 
the most heroic actions of this war have been those of the people 

i 

i 

and their militia, fighting for their homes and families. Different 
from any other time in this war, this is a battle between the 
defenders of South Viet-Nam and the invaders from the North. 

7. As for where we stand now, in eleven of the forty- four pro 
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vinces, important fighting has gone on and continues. In the 
remaining thirty- three provinces, the government and the population 
continue to function in the normal way with a quiet confidence that 
their government and armed forces have the strength and will to 
endure. The South Vietnamese government, its armed forces and 
its people are holding together in this crisis. We can anticipate 
more heavy fighting and additional hardships for the people of 
South Viet-Nam in the coming weeks. The leaders in Hanoi are 
staking everything on military victory. The fabric of what the 

South Vietnamese have built here with our assistance has survived 

♦ 

its severest test. The qualities demonstrated by the South Viet- 
namese people, in my judgment, assure that they will continue to hold. 

END TEXT. 
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New Subject: 

8. 'I plan to go to MR 1 late afternoon, April 27, overnight in 
Danang and survey situation in MR 1, especially Quang Tri and 
Thua Thien Provinces, returning Saigon late afternoon April 28. 


9. Warm regards. 


BUNKER 
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THE NORTH VIETNAMESE INVASION BEGAN ON 
30 MARCH 1972. THIS INVASION OF SOUTH VIETNAM BY THE 
ARMED FORCES OF NORTH VIETNAM WAS LAUNCHED FROM 
THE SANCTUARY OF NORTH VIETNAM AND FROM LAOS 
AND CAMBODIA. THE CLEAR PURPOSE OF THIS INVASION 
IS TO DESTROY THE ARMED FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM, 

TO SEIZE, OCCUPY AND HOLD TERRITORY IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 
CONTROL AS MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE CITIZENS BY MILITARY 
FORCE AS POSSI3LE AND CAUSE THE DOWNFALL OF THE 

T 

PRESENT SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. X THE EXTENSIVE 

J. ND TIME CONSUMING- PREPARATIONS, SUCH AS MOBILIZA- 

TION OF MANPOWER AND POSITIONING OF DIVISIONS, 
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SUPPLIES AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT, BEAR WITNESS THAT THE 
DECISION TO UNDERTAKE THIS INVASION WAS MADE MANY, 

^Mjl. ■fi'x-cxw* y- 

MANY MONTHS AGO. Jp^jKAS ABANDONED THE TACTICS OF 

THE PAST AND WITH MODERN, SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT 

. * 
m 

HAS ELECTED TO TRY TO OVERCOME SOUTH VIETNAM BY 
CONVENTIONAL WARFARE WHERE HIS DOCTRINE OF 
PROTRACTED WARFARE HAS FAILED IN THE PAST. I 

4 

BELIEVE HE HAS COMMITTED HIMSELF TO A MAKE -OR - 

T? 

BREAK CCMPAIGN FOR 1972. KIN THE FACE OF THIS 

*• 

ONSLAUGHT FROM THE NORTH, THE ARMED FORCES OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM HAVE BEEN PUSHED BACK IN SOME AREAS, 
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THE NORTH VIETNAMESE INVASION BEGAN ON 30 MARCH 1972. THIS 
INVASION OF SOUTH VIETNAM BY THE ARMED FORCES OF NORTH VIETNAM 
WAS LAUNCHED FROM THE SANCTUARY OF NORTH VIETNAM AND FROM LAOS 
AND CAMBODIA. ' THE CLEAR PURPOSE OF THIS INVASION IS TO DESTROY 
THE ARMED FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM, TO SEIZE, OCCUPY AND HOLD 
TERRITORY IN SOUTH VIETNAM, CONTROL AS MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
CITIZENS BY MILITARY FORCE AS POSSIBLE AND CAUSE THE DOWNFALL 
OF THE PRESENT SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. THE EXTENSIVE AND 
TIME CONSUMING PREPARATIONS, SUCH AS MOBILIZATION OF MANPOWER 
AND POSITIONING OF^SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, BEAR WITNESS THAT 
THE DECISION TO UNDERTAKE THIS INVASION WAS MADE MANY, MANY 
MONTHS AGO. IN-*T6ftMS— OF— TAG-TI CS, HE HAS ABANDONED THE TACTICS 

OF THE PAST AND WITH MODERN, SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT HAS ELECTED 

^ m - m 

r. * 

TO TRY TO OVERCOME SOUTH VIETNAM BY CONVENTIONAL WARFARE WHERE 
HIS DOCTRINE OF PROTRACTED WARFARE HAS FAILED IN THE PAST. I 
BELIEVE HE HAS COMMITTED HIMSELF TO A MAKE-OR-BREAK CAMPAIGN ^ 

FOR 1972. IN THE FACE OF THIS ONSLAUGHT FROM THE NORTH, THE fa 

|« » J I 

ARMED FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAVE BEEN PUSHED BACK IN SOME \ 

— * 

AREAS, BUT THEY HAVE HELD SO THAT NO IMPORTANT CITADEL HAS 

BEEN GIVEN UP TO THE ENEMY. THE ENEMY NOW OCCUPIES TERRITORY 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM CONSISTING LARGELY OF WASTELESS JUNGLE AND 

SOME SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS. IN THIS BATTLE SO FAR, U.S. 

AIRPOWER AND ADVISORY SUPPORT HAVE BEEN OF TREMENDOUS VALUE. 

THIS INVASION COULD NOT HAVE BEEN HELD AT THIS POINT WITHOUT 

U.S. AIR SUPPORT; HOWEVER, TEN TIMES THE AIRPOWER COULD NOT 

HAVE DONE THE JOB IF THE ARMED FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAD NOT 

STOOD AND FOUGHT. SOME 200,000 SOUTH VIETNAMESE CITIZENS HAVE 
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